
f799,3rpar ounce, lne mgnesr
since 1980, before slipping to
$?90. Sterling reached a 2o-year
peah of$2.08?0 as the dollar kept
falling, while US oil topped $96
before easing.

Many investors fled to the rela-
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THE Publlc Accounts Commlttee ls
Inder pr€ssul€ to formally reguest
the release ofa burled Natlonal Audft
Office repod on ME Systems.

It follows la* weeksdeclslon by NAO
chlefJohn Bourn to step down.

He had pr€\rlously neslsted r€leaslng
the 1992 document on the

Boum ls st€pplng .lown as audltor
general followlng a now o\rer hls
extravag6nt exPenses, plus
nevelatlons In the Dally Mall aDout hls
cosy rclatlonsftlp wlth Brltalnb
defence Indu*ry,lncludlng 8AE" wlth
whom he attended the Erltlsh Grand
Prlx.

contnoveElal €.t3bn Al Yamamah arms
deal wlth Saudl Arabla.

It r€malnstheonly l{AO nepoft ne\rer
to be publlshed.

DrJohn Pugh, Llberal llemocrat MP
and rnember of the Publlc Accounts
Commlttee (PAC), whlch pollcesthe
work ofthe NAO, bell€r,es Bourn's
depafture provldes an oppodunltyto
exhume the repod.

He added:'Ihls document ls ln llmbo.
Pr€tty soon se wlll b€ lnthe strange
posltlon wher€ the only people to
have rcad ltwlll all be dead.'

Bft (dovn g/A at g%p) has alwa!6
denled clalmslt br{bed saudl oficbls
to wln lucratlr€ deGnce contrrcts
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