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AC plessed Astrover buried
BAE rcport cou
By Karl We$ By lan Lyall

THE Publlc Accounts Committee ls
under prcssurc to fomally requesl
the r€lease ofa burled NaflonalAudlt
Omce r€pod on BAE Systems.

It follows last week's decislon W NAO
chlefJohn Bourn to *ep down.
_.He,had prarlously r€Csted r€leaslng
the 19112 document on the
controveFslal €43bn Al yamamah arms
deal wlth Saudt Arabla.

It r€malnsthe only NAro neDolt never
to be publlsh€d.

DrJohn Pugh, Llberal Democrat Mp
and member ofthe PubllcArcounts
Commlttee (PAO, whtch poflcesthe
wor* of the t{AO, bellevea Bourn's
depaft ure prorldes an opportunlty to
exhumethe r€Dod.

He added: 'Thls document lsln llmbo.
Pr€tty soon *e wlll be Inthe stranqe
posftlon wher€ the only people to
have rcad lt wlll all be.tead.'
- BAE (down 37O at .19{%p) has atways

denled clalmslt Dr{bed Saudl oficbE
to wln lucratlv€ defrnce contracts,

Bourn ls stepptng down as audftor Igeneral iollowlng a tw over hls ,l
extravagEnt expensel plus U
reGlatlons In the Dally Ma 
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